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ABSTRACT 

This brief summarizes data from Census 2000 on the American 
Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) population and discusses its distribution at 
national, regional, and state levels. This information is intended for all 
levels of government to use in implementing and evaluating programs related 
to education, employment, health care, job training, civil rights, and 
housing. On April 1, 2000, 4.1 million persons--1.5 percent of the U.S. 
population — reported their race as AI/AN. This number included 2.5 million 
reporting AI/AN only and 1.6 million reporting AI/AN in combination with 
another race. Of all respondents who reported AI/AN, 43 percent lived in the 
West and 31 percent lived in the South. About 25 percent lived in California 
and Oklahoma combined. At 19 percent, Alaska had the highest proportion of 
AI/AN population, followed by Oklahoma (11 percent) and New Mexico (10 
percent) . American. Indians and Alaska Natives were the majority of the 
population in 26 counties, located in eight states of the West and Midwest. 
Locations of clusters of counties with high AI/AN proportions are described. 
Among large cities, the largest AI/AN populations were found in New York and 
Los Angeles, which together accounted for 3.4 percent of the total AI/AN 
population. ' American Indian tribal groupings with 100,000 or more people were 
Cherokee, Navajo, Latin American Indian, Choctaw, Sioux, and Chippewa. Alaska 
Native tribal responses and patterns of mixed-tribal responses are also 
discussed. (Contains 11 data tables and figures.) (SV) 




Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. ' 
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Census 2000 showed 
that the United States 
population was 281.4 
million on April 1, 

2000. Of the total, 4.1 
million, or 1 .5 percent, 
reported 1 American 
Indian and Alaska 
Native. This number 
included 2.5 million 
people, or 0.9 percent, 
who reported only 
American Indian and 
Alaska Native in addi- 
tion to 1 .6 million peo- 
ple, or 0.6 percent, 
who reported American 
Indian and Alaska 
Native as well as one 
or more other races. 

The term American 
Indian is often used in the text of this 
report to refer to the American Indian and 
Alaska Native population, while American 
Indian and Alaska Native is used in the 
text tables and graphs. Census 2000 
asked separate questions on race and 
Hispanic or Latino origin. Hispanics who 
reported their race as American Indian 
and Alaska Native, either alone or in com- 
bination with one or more races, are 
included in the number of American 
Indians. 

This report, part of a series that analyzes 
population and housing data collected 
from Census 2000, provides a portrait of 



Figure 1. 

Reproduction of the Question on Race 
From Census 2000 



What Is this person's race? Mark (Z) one or more races to 

indicate what this person considers himself /herself to be. 

□ White 

CD Black, African Am., or Negro 

CD American Indian or Alaska Native — Print name of enrolled or principal tribe, j 



CD Asian Indian CD Japanese 
CD Chinese CD Korean 
CD Filipino CD Vietnamese 
CD Other Asian — Print race, j 



CD Some other race — Print race. 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 questionnaire. 



CD Native Hawaiian 
CD Guamanian or Chamorro 
CD Samoan 

CD Other Pacific Islander — Print race . 7 



the American Indian population in the 
United States and discusses its distribution 
at both the national and subnational levels. 
It begins by discussing the characteristics 
of the total American Indian population and 
then focuses on selected tribal groupings, 2 
for example, Navajo, Cherokee, or Eskimo. 
The report is based on data from the 
Census 2000 Summary File 1 2 The text of 
this report discusses data for the United 
States, including the 50 states and the 
District of Columbia. 4 



’ In this report, the term "reported'’ is used to refer 
to the answers provided by respondents, as well as 
responses assigned during the editing and imputation 
processes. 



2 Tribal grouping refers to the combining of individ- 
ual American Indian tribes, such as Alamo Navajo, 
Tohajiileehee Navajo, and Ramah Navajo into the general 
Navajo tribe, or the combining of individual Alaska 
Native tribes such as American Eskimo, Eskimo and 
Greenland Eskimo into the general Eskimo tribe. 

1 Data from the Census 2000 Summary File 1 were 
released on a state-by-state basis during the summer of 
2001. 

4 Data for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are 
shown in Table 2 and Figure 3. 



USCENSUSBUREAU 

Helping You Make Informed Decisions 

available 



U.S. Department of Commerce 
Economics and Statistics Administration 
U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 



OffVr^f D c:| PA P™ l ENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
nL0t ^T CENTER (ERIC) 

LD^This document has been reproduced as 
received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 

• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERI position or policy. 



^United States 

.ensus 



2 



The term “American Indian and 
Alaska Native” refers to people hav- 
ing origins in any of the original peo- 
ples of North and South America 
(including Central America), and who 
maintain tribal affiliation or commu- 
nity attachment. It includes people 
who reported “American Indian and 
Alaska Native” or wrote in their prin- 
cipal or enrolled tribe. 

Data on race have been collected 
since the first U.S. decennial census in 
1 790. American Indians were first 
enumerated as a separate group in 
the 1 860 census. The 1890 census 
was the first to count American 
Indians throughout the country. Prior 
to 1890, enumeration of American 
Indians was limited to those living in 
the general population of the various 
states; American Indians in American 
Indian Territory and on American 
Indian reservations were not included. 

Alaska Natives, in Alaska, have been 
counted since 1880, but until 1940, 
they were generally reported in the 
“American Indian” racial category. 
They were enumerated separately 
(as Eskimo and Aleut) in 1940 in 
Alaska. In the 1970 census, sepa- 
rate response categories were used 
to collect data on the Eskimo and 
Aleut population only in Alaska. 

The 1980 census was the first in 
which data were collected separately 
for Eskimos and Aleuts in all states. 
The 1990 census used three sepa- 
rate response categories to collect 
data on the American Indian and 
Alaska Native population. 

Census 2000 used a combined 
“American Indian or Alaska Native” 
response category to collect data on 
both the American Indian and Alaska 
Native population. Also, respondents 
were asked to provide the name of 
their enrolled or principal tribes. 
Previous decennial censuses collect- 
ed data on both American Indian and 
Alaska Native tribes. However, 



Census 2000 provides more exten- 
sive data for tribes than ever before. 

The question on race was 
changed for Census 2000, 

All U.S. censuses have obtained 
information on race for every indi- 
vidual and for the past several cen- 
suses, the responses reflect self- 
identification. For Census 2000, 
however, respondents were asked to 
report one or more races they con- 
sidered themselves and other mem- 
bers of their households to be. 5 

Because of these changes, the 
Census 2000 data on race are not 
directly comparable with data from 
the I 990 census or earlier census- 
es. Caution must be used when 
interpreting changes in the racial 
composition of the United States 
population overtime. 

The Census 2000 question on race 
included 1 5 separate response cate- 
gories and 3 areas where respon- 
dents could write in a more specific 
race (see Figure 1). For some pur- 
poses, including this report, the 
response categories and write-in 
answers were combined to create 
the five standard Office of 
Management and Budget race cate- 
gories, plus the Census Bureau cate- 
gory of “Some other race.” The six 
race categories include: 

■ White; 

■ Black or African American; 



3 Other changes included terminology 
and formatting changes, such as spelling out 
“American” instead of “Amer." for the 
American Indian or Alaska Native category 
and adding “Native" to the Hawaiian 
response category. In the layout of the 
Census 2000 questionnaire, the seven Asian 
response categories were alphabetized and 
grouped together, as were the four Pacific 
Islander categories after the Native Hawaiian 
category. The three separate American 
Indian and Alaska Native identifiers in the 
1990 census (i.e., Indian (Amer.). Eskimo, 
and Aleut) were combined into a single iden- 
tifier in Census 2000. Also, American 
Indians and Alaska Natives could report 
more than one tribe. 



■ American Indian and Alaska 
Native; 

■ Asian; 

■ Native Hawaiian and Other 
Pacific Islander; and 

■ Some other race 

For a complete explanation of the 
race categories used in Census 
2000, see the Census 2000 Brief, 
Overview of Race and Hispanic 
Origin . 6 

The data collected by Census 
2000 on race can be divided 
into two broad categories: the 
race alone population and the 
race in combination population. 

People who responded to the ques- 
tion on race by indicating only one 
race are referred to as the race 
alone population. For example, 
respondents who reported their 
race only as American Indian or 
Alaska Native on the census ques- 
tionnaire would be included in the 
American Indian alone population. 

Individuals who reported more than 
one of the six races are referred to 
as the race in combination popula- 
tion. For example, respondents who 
reported they were “American 
Indian and White" or “American 
Indian and Black or African 
American and Asian” 7 would be 
included in the American Indian in 
combination population. 



6 Overview of Race and Hispanic Origin: 
2000, U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 
Brief, C2KBR/01-1, March 2001, is available 
on the U.S. Census Bureau's Internet site at 
wwwxensus.gov/population/www/cen2000/ 
briefs.html. 

7 The race in combination categories are 
denoted by quotations around the combina- 
tions with the conjunction and in bold and 
italicized print to indicate the separate races 
that comprise the combination. 
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Table 1 . 

American Indian and Alaska Native Population: 2000 



(For information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see 
www. census. gov/prod/cen2000/doc/sf1 . pdf) 



Race 


Number 


Percent of 
total 
population 


Total population 


281,412,906 


100.0 


American Indian and Alaska Native alone or in combination with 






one or more other races 


4,119,301 


1.5 


American Indian and Alaska Native alone 


2,475,956 


0.9 


American Indian and Alaska Native in combination with one or 






more other races 


1,643,345 


0.6 


American Indian and Alaska Native; White 


1,082,683 


0.4 


American Indian and Alaska Native; Black or African 






American 


182,494 


0.1 


American Indian and Alaska Native; White; Black or African 


American 


112,207 


- 


American Indian and Alaska Native; Some other race 


93,842 


- 


All other combinations including American Indian and Alaska 






Native 


172,119 


0.1 


Not American Indian and Alaska Native alone or in combination 






with one or more other races 


277,293,605 


98.5 



- Percentage rounds to 0.0. 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1. 



The maximum number of 
people reporting American 
Indian is reflected in the 
American Indian alone or in 
combination population. 

One way to define the American 
Indian population is to combine 
those respondents who reported 
only American Indian with those 
who reported American Indian as 
well as one or more other races. 
This creates the American Indian 
alone or in combination popula- 
tion. Another way to think of the 
American Indian alone or in combi- 
nation population is the total num- 
ber of people who identified entire- 
ly or partially as American Indian. 
This group is also described as 
people who reported American 
Indian, whether or not they report- 
ed any other races. 

Census 2000 provides a 
snapshot of the American 
Indian population. 

Table 1 shows the number and per- 
centage of Census 2000 respon- 
dents who reported American 



Indian alone as well as those who 
reported American Indian and at 
least one other race. 

Of the total United States popula- 
tion, 2.5 million people, or 0.9 per- 
cent, reported only American 
Indian. An additional 1.6 million 
people reported American Indian 
and at least one other race. Within 
this group, the most common com- 
binations were “American Indian 
and Alaska Native and White” 

(66 percent), followed by 
“American Indian and Alaska Native 
and Black or African American” 

(1 1 percent), “American Indian and 
Alaska Native and White and Black 
or African American” (6.8 percent), 
and “American Indian and Alaska 
Native and Some other race” 

(5.7 percent). These four combina- 
tion categories accounted for 
90 percent of all American Indians 
who reported two or more races. 
Thus 4.1 million people, or 
1 .5 percent, of the total popula- 
tion, reported American Indian 
alone or in combination with one 
or more races. 



The American Indian 
population increased faster 
than the total population 
between 1990 and 2000. 

Because of the changes made to the 
question on race for Census 2000, 
there are at least two ways to pres- 
ent the change in the total number 
of American Indians in the United 
States. They include: 1 ) the differ- 
ence in the American Indian popula- 
tion between 1990 and 2000 using 
the race alone concept for 2000 
and 2) the difference in the 
American Indian population 
between 1 990 and 2000 using the 
race alone or in combination con- 
cept for 2000. These comparisons 
provide a "minimum-maximum” 
range for the change in the 
American Indian population 
between 1990 and 2000. 

The 1990 census showed there 
were nearly 2 million American 
Indians. Using the American Indian 
alone population in 2000, this pop- 
ulation increased by 51 6,722, or 26 
percent, between 1990 and 2000. 

If the American Indian alone or in 
combination population is used, an 
increase of 2.2 million, or 1 1 0 per- 
cent, results. Thus, from 1 990 to 
2000, the range for the increase in 
the American Indian population was 
26 percent to 1 1 0 percent. In com- 
parison, the total population grew 
by 1 3 percent from 248.7 million in 
1990 to 281.4 million in 2000. 

THE GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN 
POPULATION 

The following discussion of the geo- 
graphic distribution of the American 
Indian population focuses on the 
American Indian alone or in combi- 
nation population in the text. As the 
upper bound of the American Indian 
population, this group includes all 
respondents who reported 
American Indian, whether or not 
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